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Improvement of students' cognitive activities through teaching
the concept “time” at the university

The article highlights ways to improve the cognitive activity of students by revealing the national character of
the language, the conceptual analysis of the literary text. It is proposed to study the language in a cognitive
direction on the basis of the continuity of language and nation, artistic text, including folklore texts. The
article explores historical songs in a cognitive aspect for the first time. At the same time, through various
methods and teaching methods have been determined the ways to improve cognitive thinking, the ability to
broaden one's horizons, and the ability to reasonably express one's opinion. Based on the texts of historical
songs, theoretical and practical tasks are developed and introduced. Practical tasks determine how the concept
of “time” is reflected in historical songs. It is supposed to reveal the nature of the concept “time” in the
Kazakh worldview. Various tasks have been prepared to develop students' ability for cognitive analysis of the
language of a work of art. The article uses interactive teaching methods and techniques in the educational
process.

The article uses interactive teaching methods in the educational process: pair work, group work, decision tree,
filling in the Fila table (fact, idea, logic, argument), etc. The methods used are aimed at developing students'
cognitive activity. The article provides for the development of students' thinking through writing works for
students, improving the ability to express their thoughts in a reasoned manner, mastering language
communication through the integrity of thought, consciousness, language, and increasing the ability to
comprehensively implement the cognitive process. As a result of the study, active, creative, and cognitive
activities of students will be developed.

Keywords: learning, cognition, concept, cognitive linguistics, artistic text, education, skills, cognitive
thinking, cognitive activity.

Introduction

Educational process plays an important role in the social and economical development of the society.
The improvement and establishment of the education is connected with the main philosophical issue
“Cognitive theory”, the study is researching by relevance of spirit to substance and cognition to existence.
Therefore “Cognitive theory” is a methodological and philosophical basis of the educational process. One’s
thinking, being, worldview, cognition have their affection to accept any information. Nowadays it is actual to
research the language from the cognitive side. Every term and the name of the certain things in the language
firstly goes through recognition these things by one’s cognition. That’s why in the educational process the
cognitive process is the main one. It is important to educate from the cognitive side at the university. The aim
of the article is to improve cognitive activity at the university. Additionally, studying our literature, recogniz-
ing our national being gives the opportunity to discover the national features of the language. In the article
we consider the way of improvement of students’ cognitive activity through concept analysis, based on the
term “concept” which is nowadays the basis of the cognitive linguistic.

The cognitive activity of students is the aim of numerous pedagogics and psychologists. The root of this
issue goes deep and starts from the ancient times. The scientist Y.A. Komenski in his work “Great Didactic”
said: “It is necessary to improve the ability to determine the thing or phenomenon, to learn and use it [1;
200]. It means that students should use the knowledge combining theory and practice in life and experiment.

One of the major aims in the policy of the educational system of the Republic of Kazakhstan is to form
an educated individual who has a range of creative skills and a high cognitive activity and activeness [2; 45].

Psychological and pedagogical sciences are focusing mainly on the formation of the personality of
future generation in the educational process. The improvement of educational and cognitive activeness of the
students, the development of modern educational process have a great effect on the improvement of individ-
ual. As scientists say, the cognitive activity is active and creative activity of students to education.

The different methods have been used to increase cognitive thinking of students in the teaching process.
There should be a close connection between teacher and student in order to achieve this goal. Expressing
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students’ opinion reasonably is the basis to increase cognitive activity and critical thinking. “At the stage of
development of our society, the issues of educating young people are one of the most urgent tasks facing us.
Therefore, when organizing the educational process in higher educational institutions, it is necessary to in-
tensify the cognitive activity of students, improve independent and critical thinking abilities” [3; 42]. Thus
the improvement of students’ cognitive activity and critical thinking increases the educational process.

The methods and resources

In the article semantic analysis, reporting, explanation, concept analysis methods were used. In the or-
ganization of practical tasks interactive methods of teaching were used.

The cognitive activity of students improves on the basis of educational process. These activities are
formed by the relationship between teacher and student during the lesson and this relationship is the im-
portant one of cognitive activity. By forming the cognitive activity of students improves their self-esteem,
ability to express their thoughts concretely and reasonably and ability to share their opinion on the certain
topics. The acceptance of changes around the cognitive activity of students appears in their worldviews, ex-
pressing their opinion for and against. “The leading quality of the student's personality should be cognitive
independence, which manifests itself in the ability to set goals, find ways and means to achieve them through
constant self-education” [4]. Therefore, the improvement of the cognitive activity, cognitive activeness re-
quires constant developing and advancing. The main power of the increasing of the cognitive activeness is
constantly improving oneself.

Results and their analysis

In our article we consider the cognitive activity that refers to gaining materials of the lesson through
teaching concept, including “time” concept based on the historical songs. The historical songs in the lan-
guage are the treasure of our nation which can be a basis to learn our national being. The social conscious-
ness and features of the language can be determined by the historical songs. Studying the historical songs
through cognitive side gives an opportunity to learn the national being of our language. Distinguishing the
terms “concept” and “notion” scientist A. Islam gives this definition: “The concept is a short substance with
deep meaning which has been kept in an ethno-cultural consciousness and transferred from generation to
generation of certain nation, structure which means centuries-old idea about national cultural value” [5; 28].
Therefore the concept has a great importance in studying our national cultural values. The concept is based
on learning our national being.

In general, the term “concept” is frequently discussing nowadays. The lesson “Cognitive linguistic”
teaching in philology today is teaching in every university. Due to this lesson students’ creative activeness
increases and cognitive thinking improves. According to scientists, teaching cognitive linguistic leads to
form following skills of students:

1) during studying cognitive linguistic students’ thinking skills will increase;

2) the feature of learning the environment and the ability to express reasonably opinion will improve;

3) students’ horizons will broaden;

4) the abilities to implement the cognitive process and to gain linguistic connection through the alliance
of thought, consciousness, language will improve [6; 82].

As we can see, on the lesson “Cognitive linguistic” students’ cognitive process and the ability to

clearly share opinion will improve, worldview will expand, thinking skills will increase.

Let’s observe how written exercises will affect on formation of students’ cognitive activity.

Written exercises along with giving knowledge to students they provide formation of their thinking,
mind, intelligence, attention. Written exercises increase students’ thinking skills and educate to express their
thoughts correctly [7].

When teaching concept, discussing concept in literature have been used method of concept analysis.
Method of concept analysis is comparatively the newest method of researching and was given different defi-
nitions by the scientists. In order to give the definition of concept analysis comparing with semantic analysis
we suggest the following variant: “The concept can be studied mainly through the lexical means of its ex-
pression, the conceptual analysis must be distinguished from the semantic analysis of the word. With all the
outward proximity of their substantive tasks and goals, they are in a certain sense opposite to each other: lex-
ical semantics goes from a unit of linguistic form to semantic content, and conceptual analysis goes from a
unit of meaning to linguistic forms of their expression” [8; 249]. Thus, semantic analysis precises the words,
but concept analysis arises from the getting acquainted with the world.
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There is significant knowledge about linguistic thinking in concept analysis. Concept analysis has
different methods, they are based on using in researches with different methods of description.

During the lesson can be organized such practical tasks for students. The tasks are made up on the basis
of texts from the historical songs. For example, students might be given practical task to fill the “FILA” table
down below (Table 1).

Task 1. Fill the FILA table concerning with “time "concept.
The series “The word of ancestries” volume 56. Analysis on the basis of the text of the historical songs
“Zhanibek batyr songs” 42-55 p. https://adebiportal kz/kz/books/view/babalar_sozi_56 _tom_737

Table 1

Fact Idea Logic Argument

“FILA” table is one of the interactive methods of todays teaching. In the process of completing the task
above students firstly get acquainted with the content of the text from the historical song. They determine the
units referring to time in the text and find their indirect meaning in the context. Working with the text they
are leaded to write a concrete data about the text, to express an opinion referring to “time” concept and to
prove their opinion with the facts, finding arguments in the text. This task guides students to work individu-
ally improving their thinking skills and cognitive activity (Table 2).

Sample:

The extract from the historical song “Zhanibek batyr songs”

Table 2
Original Script in Latin Interlinear translation by authors
Kamnaiivin kapnwl scyxmi 6onoin, Kampaiyp karny jukti bolyp, Pregnant with a huge belly,
Kyanviuumoiy 6010w1 depeel. Kuanyshtyn boldy deregi. It was the sign of joy.
Tozwi3 aii omin, moavi3 Ky Togyz ai otip, togyz kun Nine months left, nine days
Tyamvin yakbimoi 6on eoi. Tuatyn uakyty bop edi. It was the baby due.

The phraseological unit form the extract of this text nine months, nine days is a unit formed in ancient
times. The following definition were given to this phraseological unit in the dictionaries: “Nine months, nine
days means when the delivery date has come and a pregnant woman is ready to give a birth”. In our
linguistic consciousness number “nine” is holy and the notion “nine months, nine days” we firstly connected
with the childbirth. Students work with a dictionary determining one linguistic unit referring to “time”
concept in the given text. They find out the significance of this phraseological unit in people’s consiousnes
and connect with the national culture.

Furthermore, thorugh completing the “FILA” table students are monitored to write with concrete facts
and arguments.

The sample of the next written task as follows:

Task 2. Work with the text.

The words of ancestries. The historical songs, volume 60. “Babak batyr songs”.

https://adebiportal .kz/kz/books/view/babalar_sozi 60 tom__ 730

A) review the glossary.

O) define linguistic units referring to time in the text.

B) after definig linguistic units divide into three groups, find differences.

Glossary

Time — one of the textual categories, it show the exchange of parallel things;

Time conceptual — time when event is taking place;

Time literary — the form of plot and happening phenomenon;

Time objective — calendar time;

Time perceptual — emotional and expressive time;

Time realistic — the form of living of text (book, newspaper, documents, letter, etc.) in definite time like
other substance objects (Table 3).
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Table 3

Realistic time Conceptual time Perceptual time

Students complete the table above acquainted with the context of the text, defined linguistic units
referring to time and divide them into three groups. Then find differences.

Students do some individual researsing works acquainted with the glossary. Students find differences
between the notions realistic time, conceptual time, perceptual time mentioning above and prove them with
arguments. Through completing the task is made direction to form the cognitive activity of students. The task
leads to creative process along with gaining of cognitive information of students.

Furthermore, improving of students cognitive thinking, increasing of their cognitive activity directly
depend on teacher. The tasks given to students shouldn’t be typical but offered through different interesting
methods.

Pair works and group works are playing important role in the educational process. Scientist A. Alimov
in his work “Using of interactive methods at the university” is highly focusing on the significance of group
work. Here is the prove from scientists work: “Group work forms students collective sense, shows that the
unity work can be interesting and attractive and it improves students intention for general labour” [9; 88]. As
we can see, group work along with improving students cognitive activeness, it also teaches to listen others, to
take into account others’ opinion, to make common decision and shows activity of students in the group. As
an example they can be given such tasks:

Task 3. Group work. The task should be done with the method of Decision tree.

The words of ancestries. The historical songs, volume 59. “Raiymbek batyr songs”.

Text: http://gamba.codeo.kz/site/book/babalar-sozi-59-tm/

Decision tree — students divide into three groups with the same amount of students. Each group make
analysis according to the task then write their opinion on the tree (whatman paper). Then groups swap and
write their opinion on neighbours trees.

Task according to the text for the group 1.

A) Find the lexical units that reflect time concept in the given text and describe them. Prove that they
changed in the context.

Task according to the text for the group 2.

B) Find the lexical units that reflect time concept in the given text and define the phraseological units
using to give the time concept. Distinguish the semantical groups.

Task according to the text for the group 3.

C) Find epithets in the given text that reflect time concept. Find the place of epithets in the context and
distinguish the reason of their usage.

Task 4.

With the help of group work method students acquainted with the context of the text ask questions from
each other. Then give answers to these questions. Everyone proves their opinion.

The words of ancestries. The historical songs, volume 60. On the basis of the context of Bazar batyr
historical songs: https://adebiportal kz/kz/books/view/babalar_sozi_60_tom__730

Student 1. Question: What is the main thought of the text? Talk about the main idea of the text.

Student 2. Answer: Student explores the main thoughts and idea of the text. And proves with examples

from the text.

Student 3. Question: Tell the linguistic units from the text referring to time.

Student 4. Answer: Student tells the linguistic units from the text referring to time and proves them

with examples.

The given tasks are provided with the pair and group work methods. Through completing the task stu-
dents can work independently and can increase their researching activity.

Independent work of students differs from other educational activities in that student sets himself a goal
and choose the task and type of work to achieve it [10; 120].

The main factors of improving students’ cognitive activity are to feel students’own possibilities, work
with their own choice, satisfy from their activities during the educational process; corresponding of teachers’
requirements and students’ abilities; the ability of teacher to organize independent work, etc.
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Looking into the issue of cognitive activity scientist K. Ushinskii said: “independent work one of the
best ways to get achievements on teaching”. He was the first one who made philosophical, psychological and
pedagogical analysis of students’ independent work. The independent work has a special place on forming
and improving of students’ cognitive activity. Through independent work students conduct experiments, col-
lect, conclude and summarize knowledge that they gain.

So, the main goal of independent work is to form students’ cognitive activity, to increase the interest in
study and their future profession, to improve creative skills.

In the tasks above works according to the text were conducted. Work on text guides students to inde-
pendent work while forming their cognitive activity.

On the basis of “time” concept students might be organized with the independent works as follows:

Nel. SIW. To divide into groups the basic concepts that include “time” concept in the text; to give the
definition to the basic concepts, to define their way of forming.

Ne2. SIW. To prepare the glossary for terms referring to “time” concept. To learn the articles, mono-
graphs, books on theme.

Ne3. SIW. To prepare short scientific article on the basis of the semantic structure of “time” concept. To
compare scientists’ opinion, to prove with examples from the historical songs.

So every person while getting aquinted with the world addresses to ones mind, lays on ones knowledge.
It arises filtring from all the levels of person’s cognitive processes like understanding, accepting and
thinking. Students on the basis of cognitive activity form cognitive interest and features of researching.

Conclusion

In this article the improvement of students’ cognitive activity at the university was advanced through
determination of concepts in the historical songs including “time” concept, finding out the basic concept.

The historical songs is an entire world that collects issues referring to people’s being, it is a canal that
transfers every nations’ culture, behaviour, spirit from generation to generation. According to this time con-
cept was analyzed through linguistic units in the historical songs and proving works were conducted. Moreo-
ver, on the basis of thought-language-cognition the ways of improving students’ cognitive thinking ability
were considered through increasing students thinking abilities and boarding their horizons. On the basis of
texts that improve cognitive activity practical tasks for students were prepared.

As we mentioned above, the aim of our work was to form students cognitive activity. Students
aquainted with the world, their ability to make analysis to the language of works of art, taken as a basis of
teaching through the analysis of the literary texts which combine national values of the language. Student
reveals concepts from the text acquainted with the context of the historical songs. He tries to define how the
kazakh people’s vision of time was shown in the literary texts and determines the linguistic units of concepts.
In this way we can observe how student thinks and understands the significance and value of the literary
words.
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T.b. Kynsinraesa, J1.O. EciekoBa

7Korapbl OKy OpPbIHAAPBIHAA KYAKBIT» KOHIENTICIH OKbITY aPKbLIbI
CTY/ICHTTEPAiH TaHBIMABIK ic-dpPeKeTiH KeTiaaipy

Makanazna TULIIH YITTHIK CHITATHIH ally, KOPKeM MATIHTe KOHIENTLTIK Tajgay JKacay apKbUIbl CTyAEHTTepAiH
TaHBIM/IBIK iC-9PEKETTEePIiH apTTHIPY KOJAAPHI o3 eTiireH. Tiln MeH YT cabaKTacTHIFBI, KOPKEM MOTiH, OHBIH
iminae GpoabKIOPIbIK MOTIHACP HETIi3IHAE TiNAI KOTHUTHBTI OAFbITTa 3€PTTCY YCHIHBUIFAH. ABTOpPJIAp TAPUXH
JKBIpJIApAbI ajFall peT KOTHUTUBTI acmlekTie 3eprrereH. COHbIMEH KaTap, OKBITYABIH TYPJl 9Iic-Tociimepi
ApKbUIBI CTYAEHTTEPIIH TaHBIMIBIK OIay KaOlIeTiH, AYHUETaHbIMBIH KEHEUTY, 03 MiKipiH A9JeIen KeTKi3e
Oimy nmaFapUIApbIH SKETUIAIPY KOJIaphl alKbIHAANFaH. Tapuxu >KbIpnap MOTiHIEpi HEri3iHIe TEOPHUSIIBIK
JKOHE TIPAKTHKAIBIK TaIllCBIpMallap AaHbIHIANBII, €HT13UIreH. «YaKbIT» KOHIENTICIHIH TapuXH JKbIpiapia Ka-
Jail KepiHic TabaTHIHBI MPAKTHKAJIBIK TacklpMaliap apKbUIbI aHBIKTaNFaH. Kazak TyHHETaHBIMBIHIA «YaKBIT»
YFBIMBIHBIH CUIIATHIH ally Ke3nenreH. CTyAeHTTepIiH KopKeM IIbIFapMa TiliHe KOTHUTHBTI TYPFBIIAH Tajuay
JKacail anmy KaOieTTepiH JAaMbITyFa TYpJli TanchipManap AalblHAANIbl. Makananaa OiniM Oepy mporecinaeri
OKBITYABIH HHTEPAKTHUBTI dAic-Tociinaepi Komaanbuiasl. Onap: KYNTHIK KYMBIC, TONTHIK KYMBIC, IIEIIiM aFa-
eI, Fila kectecin Tonteipy (daxr, upes, ioruka, apryment) T.0. [laiimanaHpuran omic-Tociiaep CTyOCHT-
TEpIiH TaHBIMABIK iC-OpPEKETIH AaMbITyFa OarbITTalFaH. Makanaia CTyAeHTTepre jka30a KYMBICTapbIH jKaca-
Ty apKbUIBI CTYACHTTEPIiH Oilay KaOiJeTiH AaMBITy, 63 OW-TIKIpiH AOJeJIeN XKeTKi3e OlTy JaFabIChIH XKe-
TLAOIpY, OH, caHa, TiJ TYTACTHIFBI APKBUIBI TUIAIK KATBIHACTHI )KETE MEHIEPTY, TAaHBIM IPOLECIH KaH-)KaKThl
iCKe achIpaThIH KaOlIeTTepiH apTThIpY Ke3xenai. 3epTTey HOTHXKECIHIe CTyIeHTTepAiH OelceHai, mbFapMa-
IIBIIBIK, TAHBIMABIK iC-9PEKeTi JaMU/IBL.

Kinm ces3dep: OKBITY, TaHBIM, KOHIICTIT, KOTHUTHBTIK JIMHTBUCTHKA, KOPKEM MOTiH, OiliM Oepy, Jaribl, Ta-
HBIMJIBIK O¥iiay, TAHBIMIIBIK iC-9pEKET.

T.b. Kynsinraesa, JI.O. EciekoBa

JOCTyma:

CoBeplieHCTBOBaHHUE NMO3HABATEIbHOM 1eITeJIbHOCTH CTYIEHTOB Yepe3 00yueHue

KOHIECIITA «KBPEMsD> B BY3€

B cTaTtbe ocBenieHb! IyTH HOBBIILICHNUS T03HABATEILHON AEATEIEHOCTH CTYJCHTOB ITyTeM PACKPBITHS HAIO-
HAJIHOTO XapakTepa sA3bIKa, KOHIENTYaJIbHOIO aHaJIn3a XyJI0KECTBEHHOro Tekcrta. [Ipemoxkeno usydeHue
SI3bIKa B KOTHUTHBHOM HAIIPaBJIEHUH Ha OCHOBE NPEEMCTBEHHOCTH SI3bIKA M HAI[MHU, XYIOXXECTBEHHOTO TEK-
CTa, B TOM 4HciIe (OIBKIOPHBIX TEKCTOB. ABTOpaMH BIIEPBBIE UCCIIETOBaHBI HCTOPUYECKHE IIECHH B KOTHH-
THBHOM acIleKTe. BmecTe ¢ TeM mocpeACcTBOM pa3IMYHBIX METOIOB W NMPUEMOB OOyUIEHHS ONpeeIeHbl MyTH
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHMS ITO3HABATEIFHOTO MBIIUICHUS, YMEHUS PACIIUPSATh KPYro3op W apryMEHTHPOBAHHO
BBIPa)XaTh CBOe MHeHHE. Ha 0CHOBE TEKCTOB MCTOPUYECKHX TTECEH pa3pabOTaHbI M BBEICHBI TEOPETHUECKHUE H
MpaKTUYecKue 3afaHus. [IpakTHIeCKIMH 3aTaHIAMH ONPEAENSeTCS TO, KaK KOHIIENT «BPEMs» HaXOAUT OT-
pakeHHEe B UCTOPUYECKHX MECHSX. [IpeArnonoKeHo packpbiTh XapakTep KOHIIENTa «BPEMsI» B Ka3aXCKOM MH-
poBo33peHuHr. [1oIroTOBICHBI pa3INyHbIe 3a1aHNs Ha Pa3BUTHE y CTYIEHTOB CIIOCOOHOCTH K KOTHUTHBHOMY
aHaNM3y s3bIKa XyJJ0)KECTBEHHOTO TIPOM3BEICHHs. B cTaThe MCIOIb30BaHbl HHTEPAKTUBHbBIE METOIBI M IIPHe-
MBI 00y4eHHs1 B 00pa30BaTeIbHOM Ipoliecce: mapHas paboTa, rpymnmnoBasi paboTa, I1epeBO pelIeHHMil, 3armo-
HeHue Tabmuipl Fila (bakr, unes, noruka, aprymedr) u T.4. Mcrnons3yeMble METO/IBI HAMIPABICHBI Ha pas-
BUTHE [T03HABATEIHHOHN IEATEIPHOCTH yJaluXcs. B cTaTbe mpexycMOoTpeHo pa3BUTHE MBIILUICHUS CTYAEHTOB
MyTeM CO3IaHWs NHCBMEHHBIX PabOT, COBEPIICHCTBOBAHHWE HABHIKOB ApPTyMEHTHPOBAHHOTO BBIPAYKECHHS
CBOETO MHEHUS, OBJIA/ICHNE S3BIKOBBIMU OTHOIICHHUSIMH Yepe3 IeTOCTHOCTh MBICIIH, CO3HAHUS U SA3bIKA, TO-
BBIIICHNE UX CIIOCOOHOCTEH K BCECTOPOHHEH peann3anuy Ipolecca Mo3HaHus. B pesynbrare mccinemoBaHus
pa3BHBaeTCs aKTUBHAsI, TBOPYECKasl, [I03HABATEIbHAS ACSTEIbHOCTh CTYICHTOB.

Knwouesvle crnosa: obyuenune, no3HaHue, KOHIENT, KOTHUTHBHAs JMHIBUCTHKA, Xy/I0)KECTBEHHBII TEKCT, 00-
pa3oBaHKe, HABBIKU, TIO3HABATEILHOE MBIIUICHUE, TTO3HABATENIbHAS ICATEIBHOCTD
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