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Using the “mind map” method in the development of students’ vocabulary in English

This article is devoted to the “mind map” method of developing the vocabulary of students in English. In the
process of learning a language, the main principle before developing language skills is the development of
vocabulary since insufficient vocabulary limits the capabilities of students. It also reduces the student’s activi-
ty and interest during the lesson. Improving the quality of education requires the development of a work plan
in accordance with the level of education, the interests and values of students, taking into account each level.
It is also important to use effective methods to improve the quality of students’ knowledge. Thus, this article
aims to learn vocabulary easily using the “mind map” and to make it possible to reuse previously used words
using the “mind map”. During the study, a review of the literature on this topic was conducted. As a result,
vocabulary development through the “mind map” is presented as a method for improving the effectiveness of
the educational process.
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Introduction

Language is a means of communication. Learning a new language is learning new information, new
culture, and acquiring new opportunities. In the modern era of globalization, English has become the most
important language for communication. This is due to the widespread use of English all across the world.
Even in Kazakhstan, English is one of the mandatory subjects, starting from secondary school. Therefore, to
teach English or any other new language, it is important to use particularly effective methods and show the
right directions to students.

The language learning process requires a lot of work and stability. There are also difficulties during
learning a new language: mispronouncing a new word, the inability to understand words, the inability to ex-
press one’s thoughts correctly, and so on. In particular, the very first and most important part of learning a
language is vocabulary. Why? This is because before acquiring language skills, a language learner must
know words in a new language, that is, a learner can acquire a new language faster by constantly memorizing
words. Well, how to master a new word? — as for the question “what is it?”. To do this, a learner needs ef-
fective methods in the learning process. In this research paper, we present a “mind map” method that will
make vocabulary learning easier. In this regard, according to Pua et al. “Mind-mapping is not a new idea. It
has been adopted in writing although not widely in the teaching of vocabulary. We believe that mind-
mapping could motivate students to learn through the use of colorful pictures and drawings” [1].

A mind map is a diagram that brings information together in a circular structure around a major topic or
idea. Instead of text consisting of sentences, mind diagrams display information in the form of keywords,

122 BecTHuk KaparaHguHckoro yHnsepcuteTta



Using the “mind map” method...

short phrases, and images. The main principle of building a smart map is clarity. To highlight the main
thoughts and make information more memorable, they also use different colors, fonts, pictures, etc.

Let us answer the main questions that arise between these thoughts.

What is a mind map? Why do we use it? What are the benefits of a mind map in teaching vocabulary?

Rabeka states that “Mind mapping is a pedagogical technique which involves creating diagram for vis-
ual presentation of ideas” [2]. Diagrams are focused on a given thought. For example, if a teacher teaches a
new word “fruit”, students will write down what words are related to this word, and based on this, a large-
scale diagram will be created. In general, the effectiveness of this method is to group new words and repro-
duce previously defined words, increasing the activity of the educational process. Thornbury states that
“Language learning, whether first or second, starts with learning words. Vocabulary learning is an
incremental process and never stops in the course of learning and using a language” [3]. That is, to fully mas-
ter the language, it is necessary to develop such a stable vocabulary because as time progresses, new ones are
added daily, before new words, it is necessary to constantly repeat previously learned words because a lot of
information is received daily, the previously learned words can be forgotten. For example, no matter what
language, the rules and new words will change, that is, we need to pay great attention to the development of
vocabulary.

Experimental

This study aims to demonstrate the effectiveness of the mind map method in developing vocabulary.
During the study, we used analysis and synthesis methods, and questionnaire as empirical method. Through
these methods, we analyzed gathered information.

A person who knows many words becomes active. In contrast, if a person just memorizes new words
but does not know where they are used, then, no matter how many words this person knows it can discourage
him to learn the language. In this regard, the scientist Stahl says: “vocabulary knowledge is more than word
definition, but rather it is how that word is used in context™ [4]. That is, when memorizing words, it is im-
portant to know when and in what direction they are used. Thus, we believe that a “mind map” is of great
importance. For example, let us assume that a student has learned one verb, and by putting this word on the
mind map, they will learn several words, as well as phrasal verbs (Figure 1). Here it is possible to offer a
map of the mind in words that the student already knows, which will be useful for him.

do a course

do exercise

Collocations with DO

Figure 1. “Mind map” in teaching vocabulary of English

According to Nation & Chung, “vocabulary knowledge includes three dimensions: meaning, use and
form” [5]. From this it follows that in the development of the general vocabulary, it is necessary to correctly
adhere to these 3 principles, that is, the meaning of the word, its use (how it is used, what word it is used
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with, what meaning it gives when switching places), and give importance to the form. By following these
simple principles, we will develop our vocabulary in a simple and effective way.

During the lesson, the teacher should pay attention to students to make the lesson as interesting and use-
ful as possible. The “mind map” method, which we propose, firstly arouses students’ interest, and secondly,
helps them develop their vocabulary. The effectiveness of this method is that a student who knows the least
number of words can add one or more previously learned words himself, and students can exchange not only
the words given in the same lesson, but also the previously acquired knowledge in the lesson.

According to Dominik’s opinion, “there are many advantages to mind mapping, such as creativity,
quickness, easiness, adaptation, management, stimulation and outlining” [6]. In general, a “mind map” is an
effective method that applies to many areas. It will be the most necessary method for teachers who strive for
diversity from a monotonous learning process. After all, the more interesting and useful the lesson, the faster
students will understand this knowledge.

Buzan expresses that “this method is suitable for teachers and students for the recurrence and easy to
understand hard topics” [7]. Also, it increases students’ interest, creativity, and motivation. Mind mapping is
a well-known method to increase vocabulary because pupils can learn many words according to one theme.
It can help to develop a learner’s vocabulary proficiency by not only learning the definition of words but also
making connections between words and their contexts. For example, in the case of food, students categorize
foods, vegetables, fruits, sweets, etc. then group the words for each subgroup separately, that is, the student
learns not only one but several words related to the same topic.

Results and Discussion

To demonstrate the effectiveness of the method of “mind map”, we surveyed experts in this direction.

During the survey, respondents were asked to choose a pre-prepared version of twelve questions. The
guestions were made through a special platform and respondents responded via an online link, and the
guestionnaire was presented in the native language for all experts to understand.

The questionnaire included questions to help experts find out about the following issues: The experts’
level of English proficiency, as well as the work experience. The following topics were divided into two
sections:

- the main concept of a mind map;

- the usage of a mind map.

A total of 35 respondents took part in the survey. We selected respondents based on their level of
knowledge of the English language. The results of the pupil survey were considered as follows:

Level of English language knowledge of respondents

17,1 % of surveyed respondents indicated that they were at the A1-A2 level, 28,6 % at the B1-B2 level,
37,1 % at the C1 level, and 17,1 % at the C2 (Figure 2). According to the survey results, the level of C1-C2
among respondents is a lot.

English language proficiency of respondents in the survey

C2
17,1

B1-B2
C1 28,6%
37,1

Figure 2. Respondents’ English levels
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General understanding of the “mind map ~” method. The results of the four questions asked to find out
the opinion of experts on the method “mind map” were as follows. 82.9 % showed that they know this meth-
od, and 91.4 % said that they have already used it, and 85.7 % said that it facilitates the learning process, and
97.1 % said that it increases the activity of students (Figure 3).

100 97,1
95
90
85
80

75
respondents who offer  respondents who respondents who use respondents who know
as a useful method to recommend as this method in a "mind map" method
increase activity of beneficial method to process
students evolve educational
process

Figure 3. General understanding of the “mind map” method

The use of the “mind map” method in the development. Six questions were asked about the use of the
“mind map” method in the development of vocabulary, of which 82.9 % consider it correct to use it in the
development of vocabulary work. 88.6 % showed that the use of this method in teaching vocabulary increas-
es the effectiveness of the lesson. In terms of the effectiveness of this method, experts believe that it is cor-
rect to learn several words at once. Because, firstly, it saves time, secondly, the lesson will be interesting,
and thirdly, there will be results in learning the vocabulary. 82.9 % showed that this method has a great ef-
fect on reducing the monotonous learning process. In general, this method has many advantages, e.g., stu-
dents learn to work in groups together, which means that all students can actively participate in the lesson.

The survey results showed that developing vocabulary through the “mind map” is useful and effective.
In general, it was identified that the use of the “mind map” method in the development of vocabulary leads to
a high indicator. The vast majority of experts has already used this method and has suggested that this meth-
od is more effective than other methods. The results of the survey were as follows:

1. In everyday classes, more attention should be paid to the improvement of students’ vocabulary.

2. The use of the “mind map” method in developing students’ vocabulary is effective for both the stu-
dent and the teacher.

3. Using the “mind map” method increases the activity of students. We conclude that in the develop-
ment of the general vocabulary, it is necessairy to use a new method, moving from monotonous training.

Conclusions

The purpose of this study is to suggest the use of “mind map” to develop the vocabulary of high school
students. There are many difficulties in learning a foreign language, one of which is the difficulty of working
with a vocabulary, that is, the lack of effective methods, as well as monotonous lessons. When teaching a
language, it is always important to develop vocabulary. In this study, we considered the “mind map” method
for developing the vocabulary of high school students. We also conducted a survey among teachers to deter-
mine the effectiveness of this method. The results will be presented to facilitate the learning process.

In general, there are obstacles and difficulties in learning any language. Therefore, vocabulary work is
the basis of any language. The use of effective methods for constructing this vocabulary is a leading factor in
improving the quality of Education.

“Mind map” method helps to develop the vocabulary of all identified students. All the results obtained
are used in the development of vocabulary. These methods have a great impact on the development of stu-
dents’ vocabulary. With these methods, students not only learn vocabulary, but also learn to use it grammati-
cally and become more active in learning the language.

The study results suggest that the development of vocabulary should be considered as a means of fur-
ther improving the learning process.

Cepus «[lMeparorvkax». Ne 3(107)/2022 125



A.K. Meirbekov, B.G. Abzhekenova

Acknowledgements

This research was funded by the Science Committee of the Ministry of Science and High-
er Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant No. AP14871686).

References

1 Pua, C, Li, D, Lui, C., & Cheng, S. (2015). Using Mind-Mapping as a Tool to teach English Vocabulary for the Elementary
Students. Bulletin of Chinese. 13 p.

2 Rabeka, S. (2014). Mind map and brainstorm templates. Unpublished Master’s Thesis. Seattle: Seattle University. 5 p.
3 Thornbury, S. (2002). How to teach VVocabulary Pearson Education Limited. 185 p.

4 Stahl, S.A. (2005). Four problems with teaching word meanings. Teaching and learning vocabulary: Bringing research to
practice. 95 p.

5 Nation, P., & Chung, T. (2009). Teaching and learning vocabulary. In Micheal H. Long and Catherine J. Doughty. The
Handbook of Language Teaching, London: WileyBlackwell. 78-99 p.

6 Dominik, S. (2014). Mind mapping using semantic technologies (Diploma thesis). https://dip. felk. cvut.
cz/browse/pdfcache/salaidom_2014dipl.pdf.

7 Buzan, T. (2000). The Mind Map Book. Penguin Books. The Buzan Organisation, Ltd. 240 p.

A K. Meiip6ekos, .. O0xexkenoBa

AFBUIIIBIH TiJTIHEH OKYIIBLIAPABIH CO3iK KOPbIH
aamMbITyAa «mind mapy» agicin KoJaany

Makayia arbUINIBIH TUTIHEH CO3IIK KOPBIH IaMbITy OJiCiHe, OHBIH imiHme «mind map» omiciH KojjaHa
OTBIPHIN, OKYIIBLIAPABIH CO3/IK KOPBIH JaMbITyFa apHaiFaH. Tunmi yipeHy OapbIChIHAA TUIIK JaFbLIapIbI
JAMBITIIAC OYpBIH OLTyiMi3 KEpeK HEri3ri KaFuga — CO3/iK KOPAbI JaMbITy, OWTKEHI CO3IiK KOPIBIH
JKETKUTIKCI3IrT  OKYIIBUIApABIH ~ MYMKiHAiKTepiH 1mekteiini. CoHbIMEH Karap cabak OapbIChIHZAA
OKYIIBLUIAPABIH OCICEHIUTIr MEH KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIFEIH ToMeHAeTeli. COHIBIKTaH TUIAI YHpEHY Ke3iHae co3MiK
KOPBIH JIaMBITY apKbUIBI, OKY IPOLECIH JKSHUIAETIN JKOHE OKBITY CamachlH apTThIpy KaxkeT. OKy camachlH
apTTRIPy — OLTIM amylIbLIapabH ACHISHIEepiH €CKePe OTHIPHIIN, KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIKTAPHIMEH KYHABLIBIKTAPbIHA
caif JKYMbIC J>KOCHapelH Kypyasl Taman ereni. CoHmal-ak OKYIIBUIapIBIH OUTiM camachlH apTTHIPY
MaKcaTbhIHIa THIMI SAICTEPl KOJIaHFaH Aypbic. MakalaHbslH MakcaTsl — «Mind mMap» apKbUIbl CO3MIKTI
OKBITYIbI JKEHUIIETY; OYPBIH KOJJIAHBLIFAH ce3iepai «Mind map» apkpuibl Kaita maiigananyra MyYMKiHIIK
6epy. Ochl MakanlaHbl jka3y OapbICHIHAA OYJI TaKbIPhIN OOMBIHINIA JKA3bLIFAH dJCOHETTEpPre IOy Kacalbl.
3eprTey CoHbIHAA «Mind Map» KeMeriMeH CO3/iK KOPbIH JaMBITy apKbUIbl d[iCi aJIbIHFAH HOTHKENEp OiliM
Oepy MmpoleciHiH THIMIUTITIH apTTBIPY d/ici peTiHIe YCHIHBIIATHIH OO0aIbL.

Kinm ce30ep. ce3mik KOp, aFbUIIIBIH TiMi, OKBITY, mind map, JaMbITy, Til, ofic, 3QHEKTHBTIIIK, TaFAbL.

A.K. Meiip6ekos, b.I'. AbkekeHoBa

Hcnoan3oBanue MeToa «mMind Map» B pa3BUTHH CJIOBAPHOTO
3amaca yyammxcsi Ha aHTJIMiCKOM si3bIKe

CraThsl OCBSIIIEHa METOAMKE PA3BUTHUSI CIIOBApHOTO 3araca aHTIMIICKOTO SI3bIKa, B TOM YHCIE Pa3BHTHIO
CIIOBAPHOI'0 3afaca y4yaluxcs ¢ MOMOIIBpI0 Merofa «Mind mapy». OCHOBHBIM NMPHHIMIIOM, KOTOPBIH MBI
JIOJDKHBI 3HATh, TIPEX/Ie YeM Pa3BHUBATh S3BIKOBBIC HABLIKM B IIPOIIECCE M3YUEHHMS S3BIKA, SIBISAETCS PA3BUTHE
CJIOBApHOTO 3araca, MOCKOJIbKY HEJJOCTATOK CIIOBAPHOTO 3araca OTPaHUYMBAET BO3ZMOXKHOCTH ydyaluxcs. ITo
TAK)KE€ CHUIXACT aKTUBHOCTb U MHTEPEC yHalllUXCsS BO BPEMs YpOKa. YT005I OBJIACTH AHTJTUHCKUM A3BIKOM,
HEOOXOAMMO YMETh COCTaBIATh (pasbl. [ToaToMy HEOOXOANMO YHPOCTUTH Mpolecc 0O0ydYEeHHs U IOBBICUTH
KauecTBO OOYYEHHs 3a CYET Pa3BUTHs CIOBAPHOTO 3araca MpH U3y4eHUH s3bIKa. Takike BaKHO HCIOJIb30BaTh
3¢ dexTrBHBIE METO/ B! HOBBIMICHUS] Ka4eCTBA 3HAHMUH CTYAEHTOB. BEIMONHEHHE KaXJOTO 3aJaHUs JTODKHO
MOBBIIIATh MHTEPEC CTYICHTOB M KOHTPOJIMPOBATh MX CTpeMieHHe K 3HaHusAM. [losToMy mpm m3ydeHUH
S3bIKa HEOOXOAMMO pa3BHBATh CIOBAPHBIN 3alac, yHMPOCTHTh IPOIECC OOYyYeHUs M IOBBICUTH KadecTBO
oOyueHus. B 1ienom, 1ep HACTOAIIEH CTaThl — OOJErYUTh U3YYeHHE CIOBaps C MOMOLIBI « Mind map;
pa3pelInTh MOBTOPHOE HCIIONB30BAHHE paHEe KCIOJIb30BaHHBIX CIOB C MOMOIIBI0 «Mind map». B xone
HANMCaHUs JaHHOW cTaThM OBUI cAenaH 0030p JIUTEpaTyphl MO yKa3aHHOI TeMe. B KoHIle uccnemoBaHMs
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pe3ynabTaThl, MONYYCHHBIE METOIOM pPa3BHUTHs CIOBApHOTO 3amaca ¢ HOMOLIbpI «mind mapy», Gymyrt
HPEICTABICHBI B KAYECTBE METO/ia MOBBIICHHS 3G )EKTUBHOCTH 00pa30BaTEILHOTO IpoLecca.

Kniouesvie cnosa: cnoBapHBIA 3amac, aHIVIMHCKUN S3BIK, oOydeHHe, mind map, pa3BHTHE, SI3BIK, METOI,
3 PEKTUBHOCTD, HABBIKH.
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